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MAYOR JOHNSON’S LETTER
INSIDE THIS
ISSUE: Fall is in the air. Once the sun begins to set, the E
MAYOR & 2 temperatures drop enough that a light jacket or § d
HWY 12 sweater feels good. The State Fair is past, and the
WHPS 3 fall colors have begun to appear. The corn and
soybean fields are maturing early because of the dry
weather, and the golden rod yellow colors are
4
CHRISTIAN prevalent everywhere. Fortunately, because of the
ENCIER recent rains we have seen, our lawns green up again
FUNDRAISERS 5 as well as our hay fields and pastures.

& CLASSES . . L
Thanks to those who hosted Night to Unite parties in

PUBLIC 6 our city. After last year’s cancelations because of
WORKS Covid, these were welcome gatherings. We had eight Mayor

locations this year and all were well attended. | was

LOCAL 7-8 _ _ _ Marvin Johnson
fortunate to spend a little time at six of them. We

ELECTIONS also appreciate that our Public Safety Personnel and

DECEMBER 9 Fire Department Volunteers could be represented at each location.

EVENTS Our most pressing concern is getting back to normal with our road system. The
detours for U. S. Highway 12 have been removed and hopefully traffic is flowing

MEETINGS normally. County Road 92 from Lyndale to St. Boni will remain (Continued p.2)
City Council
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3rd Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
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closed until early October. We have had some major accidents on the Highway 12 detour, but unfortunately
Labor Day week we ended up with a fatal accident right in front of my home. | had left just minutes before to
attend our first Highway 12 Corridor Coalition meeting ‘in person’ at Delano City Hall since the Covid shut down.

Next spring the same detour will go into effect when the County Road 92 intersections and U. S. Highway 12 work
begins. That work will conclude later in the fall next year. As a reminder, there will be a bridge built over U. S.
Highway 12 and the railroad. The north and south legs of County Road 92 will be joined together not traveling on
U.S. Highway 12.

The other project concluding is the work being done in City Hall. It has taken twice as long as anticipated, but it is
finally nearing completion. Sorry for the inconvenience for public access during this time. Staff has also had to
work with many disruptions including telephone drops and tries their best to meet everyone’s needs.

After the council began meeting in person, we had council meetings in our Public Works garage with the garage
doors open, in the Public Safety conference room and in the Community Room amid the construction materials.
I hope when everyone finally gets to see the much-needed remodeling that you will especially appreciate the
windows and natural lighting.

Put November 2nd on your calendar. That is Election Day for our City Council. It is very important that you vote!
Mound School District residents also have a School Board election with many candidates.

Until our next newsletter, have a wonderful Fall and drive safely on our new stretch of roads including the
‘roundabout’ near City Hall. Stop in to see the renovated City Hall, vote, and stay healthy.

Marvin D. Johnson, Mayor

Scan the QR code to know the status of all the Highway 12 Safety projects!

“The City of Independence, West Hennepin Public Safety, and the Highway 12 Safety Coalition have been working
to secure safety improvements along the Highway 12 corridor. The opening of the new roundabout at the inter-
section of County Road 90 and Highway 12 is representative of the improvements secured by these efforts and
marks a significant safety upgrade to the overall corridor. This new roundabout will provide Independence resi-
dents with a safe access onto, across and off of Highway 12. To date, Independence has worked to secure more
than $20,000,000 to fund safety improvements specifically for projects in the City.”

~ Mark Kaltsas, City Administrator/Planner




























